
 

What did you like about Tim Cahill? What didn’t you like about Cahill? 
Pragmatic 
Straight forward 
Convinced he would fairly weigh decisions 
Says he’d target managers if layoffs needed 
Pension reform support and cuts at the 

administrative level vs. furloughs for line 
staff 

Honest, working class background 
Informed and direct 
Willing to come to the forum 
I like his work history and that he 

understands what working people’s lives 
are like. 

I appreciate his openness and honest 
opinions.  I like the fact he is not 
changing his opinions to accommodate 
the audience. 

Won’t back track on state employee 
pension promises. Moving forward we 
may have to adjust new employees’ 
pensions 

Sustained pension system 
Answered directly 
Shares some of Gov Patrick’s beliefs 
Has the guts to come and speak on the 

issues when he knows he won’t be 
popular 

Like that he showed up 
Willing to state his positions even if 

unpopular 
Would rather cut managers than workers 
Thought he was honest about the public 

perception of government employees and 
how that needs to change. 

Balance layoffs with management layoffs 
Honest, differing views 
Very civil 
Believes in both private and public sector 

jobs 
Education focus 
Opposed to national health care reform 
 

Supports tax cuts, against tax reform 
Lack of support for responsible contractor 

policy 
Answer to everything is cutting back 
Anti-Pacheco Law (pro-privatization) 
Wants to cut way too much revenue and 

thinks we can still protect jobs 
Opposes progressive income tax 
Opposes national health care reform 
Lower taxes equals layoffs for service 

provider industries 
Did not like his response in CORI reform, 

and Immigration Reform 
Lower taxes 
I adamantly disagree with his vision of 

government, position on taxes, position 
on immigration, Pacheco, and others. 

Roll back taxes, but wants to increase 
revenue 

Takes some stale and backwards positions, 
especially on the Arizona Immigration 
Law and instate tuition for undocumented 
workers 

His main message is to cut taxes and 
services. 

Too much emphasis on private sector and 
lower taxes 

Well intentioned, but not adequately 
informed. 

Probable cuts in state employees and tax 
rollbacks 

Thinks government is not the solution 
 

 
 



What did you like about Deval Patrick? What didn’t you like about Patrick? 
Good presentation 
His administration has made the hard 

choices and cuts. 
Not the other candidates 
His vision of the commonwealth 
Progressive taxation, fiscal leadership 
He has the experience to complete the task 

of representing the people of 
Massachusetts 

Clear goals, Competent problem solver 
I agree with many of the governors policies 

and opinions 
Need to educate people on real pension; 

most employees are paying for their own 
retirement! 

Build grass root support for instate tuition 
for kids 

Won’t rollback taxes until revenue is there 
He is a great speaker and mostly says he 

supports the things I care and believe. 
Does not support Arizona immigration law 
Honest answers that were not sugar coated. 

Generally clear on his positions. 
Sincere, thoughtful, good grasp of pulse of 

workers in all fields 
Admitted to making some unfavorable 

decisions, he’s honest. 
Economy went bad that wasn’t his fault. 
Card check bill 
Government is there to help people help 

themselves 
Supports equitable treatment of 

immigration children 
A high degree of specific knowledge 
I liked his comments on CORI reform 
I liked his response to Cesar about 

generational responsibility 
For progressive income tax, cannot reduce 

sales tax 
His generational views 
I think he is truthful when he says he needs 
time to finish some stuff he has already 
started. I believe he is honest. I want to 
make him follow though with quality care 
funds for private sector workers. 

Hasn’t improved labor relations and OER 
culture enough 

Supports DCF commissioner 
Needs to connect more with the African 

American community and not take them 
for granted. 

Cost of healthcare reform 
Failed to live up to promises, like quality 

care 
Unfortunately his record doesn’t support 

his beliefs and important campaign 
commitments, even though he is not 
responsible for the economic crisis. 

I hope he has learned to work better with 
the legislature. 

Weak on commissioner/DCF position 
He won’t make the needed changes to the 

secretariat: Bigby needs to go. 
Not sure I can trust him because he has 

made promises like quality care fund for 
human service workers but didn’t follow 
though. 

Support of current leadership of agencies. 
Particularly Dr. Bigby. No action on 
DCF, no confidence vote. 

Sounded rather bland 
The state’s age discrimination against older 

workers for the state. 
Said the right things, but putting them into 

action has been lacking. 
Would have liked to have seen mantra of 

‘let me finish what I started’ emphasized 
more 

Rhetoric sounds good but performance 
lacks 

Senior workers bypassed for promotions 



What did you like about Charlie Baker? What didn’t you like about Baker? 
Despite repeated requests from SEIU, 

SEIU Local 509, and many 509 
members, Charlie Baker refused to 
participate in our forum or respond to our 
questionnaire. 

Despite repeated requests from SEIU, 
SEIU Local 509, and many 509 
members, Charlie Baker refused to 
participate in our forum or respond to our 
questionnaire. 

 
 


